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Meet the 
craftsMan
Australian Period Style chats to mastercraftsman 
Gary olsson about his life-long passion

Who is in the team at Gn 
olsson mastercraftmen?  
Our team includes my employees and I plus 
other highly talented individuals in allied 
fields, most of  whom work for themselves. 
In our small family business, my wife Cathy 
does research, administration and marketing, 
while the other staff  work and train in areas 
I’m skilled at. Collaboratively, we design, 
make, alter, convert, restore, and conserve 

antiques, architectural features, furniture, 
clocks, frames, boxes, objects and artefacts.  

Though most of  the allied trade and 
craftspeople are men, highly talented women 
engage in photo and book restoration, 
painted artwork on furniture, faux finishing, 
artistic glazing and some of  the gilding. 
Our dedicated team includes our French 
polishers, upholsterers, wood carver, wood 
turner, wicker worker, gold, silver and 

blacksmiths, armourer, jeweller, horologists, 
instrument technicians, stained glass artist, 
leadlight craftsmen, specialty glaziers, 
sculptor, micro-engineer, welder, art restorer, 
bookbinder, saddler, harness maker and 
specialist removalists.  

Mention also needs to be made of  the 
multitude of  local, national and international 
suppliers of  rare, beautiful, premium-quality 
materials and hardware. Many suppliers 
work for themselves, providing traditional, 
authentic, world-class resources from their 
boutique businesses. I need them all and pay 
homage to their tenacity.  

Together, we are GN Olsson 
Mastercraftsmen.  

What type of Work do 
you do?
I am the direct contact link for each client, 
overseeing every project. The buck stops with 
me, so to speak. I make sure you get what you 
asked for. Any workday, you could find me at 
the drawing board, interacting with my team, 
updating clients, or working at my bench.  

Over the past 35 years, I’ve picked up 
a multitude of  skills, including polishing, 
carving, turning, fretwork, veneering and inlay 
(marquetry, parquetry), gilding, locksmithing, 
blacksmithing, metal restoration, lining boxes 
and furniture (in baise/felt/fabric/leather), 
gilding and embossing onto leather, and 
rocking horse restoration.   

I’m a licensed joiner and cabinetmaker 
with the Master Builders Association and 
engage in intricate and heritage joinery 
and furniture making. My affiliation and 
Approved Service Provider status with 
national insurance, antique and conservation 
organisations gives clients confidence.  

You could say I’m the hub of  the GN 
Olsson Mastercraftsmen wheel. Some 
may think I do too much, but I know this 
system works. I can make ends meet and 
ensure quality.

Why did you become 
involved in this Work? 
From very early on, I showed aptitude in 
making and fixing things, for which I thank my 
parents, particularly my mechanic and steam 
train enthusiast father. I had the typical Aussie 
upbringing, including the space and resources 
of  a large backyard and workshop. An 

appreciation of  old-school craftsmanship was 
instilled by my carpenter grandfather, who 
built many fine Brisbane homes, including 
ours. In my mid-teen years, my family bought 
and built on the current premises.  

A great aptitude for woodwork became 
obvious at school, and though I could just as 
easily have moved into retail or a professional 
career, my passion was timberwork. I enjoy 
seeing the results of  my efforts, knowing it’s a 
legacy for future generations.   

I sought out a particular firm, Harvey Bros, 
to learn the trade. LJ Harvey and his sons 
had established an excellent reputation for 
furniture and architectural craftsmanship, 
original design, plus artistry and trade school 
teaching. I’m grateful for the training Elvin 
and his staff  gave me.  

What has been your 
favourite piece to Work on?
Choosing a favourite creation is like trying 
to choose a favourite child, for each has 
its unique characteristics and ways of  

engaging me. It was a privilege to work with 
internationally renowned Leslie Walford 
on a Regency-influence ebony library and 
executive suites for an international company.  
The George III-style Gothic breakfront 
bookcase would take honours for degree of  
craftsmanship. Great friendships have been 
created working with passionate people who 
have a great sense of  legacy and style.

do you have an area 
of specialty? 
One especially unique thing I do is emboss 
leather with either graphic design, or gilding. 
Applications include desk inlays, interior 
and super yacht panels. I’m one of  a few 
in the world who can exactly replicate the 
embossed leather of  antiques.    

do you have 
a favourite era?
My favourite era is Early Australian, however, 
there is not a lot of  call for that. With both 
architectural and furniture work, I enjoy 

proving the point that classical is indeed 
timeless, in old and new settings.   

do you have a favourite 
type of Work?
The commissions I enjoy the most are the 
ones which challenge me. I love doing jobs 
which others can’t or won’t do, particularly if  
they say it can’t be done.  

I value authenticity, so achieving 
restoration and conservation perfection 
gives great pleasure.

It gives me a buzz to know my work 
becomes a legacy, extending my influence 
beyond my lifetime. aPs
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